
Meeting Minutes 3/23/18 
 

● ATOMM: is still a thing, everyday 1-2:30pm in the Parker Library across from N305 
 

● TIMESTEP: The next meeting will be Wednesday March 28th in PAS 218.  The topic will 
be Resume Building and LinkedIn Workshop! Learn how to set up your resume to 
land jobs in industry! With pizza! 

 
● Student Research Opportunity: Black Holes  

○ Here’s the link to the application: Preview attachment PIRE Student Recruitment 
Flier March 2018 (1).pdfPIRE Student Recruitment Flier March 2018 (1).pdf269 
KB 

○ If you have any questions, contact Rosie Johnson -> 
rosiejohnson@email.arizona.edu 

○  
 

● Don’s Question of the Week 
○ Very bright optical transient near the Trifid and Lagoon Nebulae, object 

was visible throughout the duration of the observation. 
http://www.astronomerstelegram.org/?read=11448 

○ The object was actually Mars (lol) 
○ Apparently it was observed around 2 in the morning in Cape town (aka 

this person could have been very drunk when they saw this) 
○ Upcoming events: ISS tonight and Saturday, Mercury and Venus, iridium 

flare (v = -7.3) - Tuesday evening, Tiangong-1 atmospheric entry  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=d9e534e023&view=att&th=161ed34653d410b1&attid=0.1&disp=safe&realattid=f_jeag1o4p0&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=d9e534e023&view=att&th=161ed34653d410b1&attid=0.1&disp=safe&realattid=f_jeag1o4p0&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=d9e534e023&view=att&th=161ed34653d410b1&attid=0.1&disp=safe&realattid=f_jeag1o4p0&zw


○  
○ Odd Shadows in Parking Lot - (taken at night) There are vertical and 

horizontal stripes in the shadows.  Why? Don was in the Matrix (jk) The 
overhead light shining through the tree had individual LED lights and each 
light cast a separate shadow through the trees 

○ By what fraction does gasoline consumption fall due to driving 55 mph 
instead of 65 mph? Energy = (force) * (distance), E ~ (pAv^2) * (d). 
Fractional Change, for constant distance, E is proportional to v^2, going 
from 65mph to 55 mph is a ~15% drop.  So, energy consumption should 
drop 30% 

 
● Astro News of the Week:  Presented by Ryan Webster!  Yerkes Observatory is 

closing its doors.  The primary lens in the 63 foot telescope is 40inches.  It’s so 
big that when the telescope swings around the floor moves up and down. 
Hopefully, someone will pick it up and maintain it. 
http://www.astronomy.com/news/2018/03/yerkes-observatory-is-closing-its-doors 

● Don’t forget to sign up for Astro News of the Week!  Talk about the cool space 
happenings! 

 
● Star Parties:  We have a star party on March 29th at Donaldson Elementary from 

5:30-7pm.  
 

● Laser Fun Day!  Will take place on April 7th 10am-3pm.  There are enough volunteers 
for it, but you should still go if you’re available that weekend! 

 
● Telescope Observing at Steward: It’s still a thing!  Monday-Thursday, 7:30-10pm! 

 

● Pay yo dues: $10 per semester.    Due it. 
 

http://www.astronomy.com/news/2018/03/yerkes-observatory-is-closing-its-doors


● Comments? Ideas? Suggestions? Do you have any suggestions for how we 
could make Astro Club even greater? Please send any ideas anonymously 
through the google poll.  

 

●  
 
 


